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FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Looking along the bonnet, the 
sphere of Federal activity this year 
was Perth, Western Australia. For 
those members who are fortunate 
enough to be able to follow the 
Federal Rallies, Perth was a long way 
for most of the Eastern State 
Members. However it was pleasing 
to note that all Branches were 
represented. The well-balanced 
programme of entertainment was 
very pleasing and appealing and 
from the smiles on the faces of the 
members before, during and after 
each activity an enjoyable time was 


Undoubtedly one of the highlights 
of the stay in Perth was the arrival of 
the record breaking 1914 Rolls- 
Royce Tourer which under the expert 
handling of George Harris and Jim 
Redman arrived in Perth at 2 in the 
morning, 46 hours 57 minutes after 
leaving Sydney — our congratu- 
lations to them. Another event of 
importance of course was the 
Concours d’Elegance where some of 
the club’s finest vehicles were on 
parade. Drivers had the chance to 
demonstrate the performance of their 
car plus their own ability in some 
very tricky peg dodging events, 


which proved highly exciting to the 
onlookers. 

The Federal Council meeting on 
the 31st August was my first as your 
Federal President and | hope it 
proved both meaningful and con- 
structive and that the resolutions 
requiring action by Branches will be 
successfully concluded. 

To those Committee members of 
the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia, West Australia Branch, 
who worked so graciously to make us 
welcome — on behalf of all visiting 
members thank you very much for 
your kindness and hospitality. 


had by all. 


GUY FREEMAN 


Judging is hell! Left to right, Fred 
Haughtey (Qld), David 
Heuzenroeder (SA), Bruce Ross 
(NSW), John Salter (Vic), Bob 
Lambkin (WA). 


REPORT OF 
THE CHIEF JUDGE 


Jim Kelso advised me of the stan- 
dards he has followed at previous 
Federal Rallies, and these were 
adhered to to give continuity to 
judging standards. 

As Chief judge | selected the 
following members to assist me: 

Bruce Ross — New South Wales 

John Salter — Victoria 

Fred Haughtey — Queensland 

David Heuzenroeder — South 

Australia 


| would like to thank each of the 
judges for their assistance; it made 
my task far simpler and more enjoy- 
able. 

The results were as follows: 
Class Owner 
Silver Ghost/Phantom 
20/25-25/30 HP 
Wraith-Silver Dawn 
Silver Clouds 
Silver Shadow 


Chassis 


Branch Car 
George Harris NSW_ SilverGhost 6TB 


25/30 HP GRP 79 
Silver Dawn SFC 74 
Silver Cloud IIISCX 317 
Silver Shadow SRH 777 


Roger Fry W.A. 
Brian Meegan W.A. 
Peter Deacon W.A. 


Lance O'Neil W.A. Opposite. Top left to right, Harry 


Bentley MK VI and ‘R’ Type Craig Morris W.A. ‘R’ Type B270TN Thompson, Denis Sowden, Colin 
Bentley ‘S’ Series Lewis Riches W.A. Bentley Sil © B270TN Heath (WA), Sheila Hartley (Qld), 
Dora Barrett (WA), Mary O'Neil (SA), 
Award Winner Percy Markham (WA) with 1914 
Age and Authenticity Barry Markham Silver Ghost 54AB. Jim Redman 
(The Vidler Shield) 1914 Silver Ghost Chassis 54AB (NSW), Bettine Julian (WA), Brian 
Restoration Trophy Roger Fry Meegan Hy lim O'Neal (WA), 
. Harold Spiller, Isabelle Salter, David - , 
(The Company Trophy) 1937 25/30 HP Chassis GRP 79 Kenway (Vic), Andrew Brownell, ; 3 
Concours ‘d’ Elegance Roger Fry Judy Heuzenroeder (SA), Harry 


1937 25/30 HP Chassis GRP79 
Robert Lambkin 


(The Shiel Trophy) Thompson, Dick Wright, 


Cornelius (WA). 


Gerry 
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1979 FEDERAL RALLY — PEOPLE PICS 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


In my opinion we have just com- 
pleted one of the most enjoyable 
rallies held during my membership of 
the club. Mind you, that may be 
hallucinatory as everyone seemed 
determined to keep me anaesthetised 
from quite early hours in the day. 

For those who flew to Perth, a 
personal welcome by a Branch 
member was the order. In my case 
the ubiquitous and seemingly 
peripatetic Dianna Deacon whisked 
me to my accommodation and left 
me with a complete briefing on what 
to do next and where to ring if 
arrangements went agley. 

Dennis Sowden, our _ host 
President had apparently arranged to 
be acting Premier for the duration of 
the Rally judging by the doors that 
were opened and_ the facilities 
provided. The Fremantle City 
Council invited us to their chambers 
for cocktails, topped off by a delight- 
ful dinner on the Swan River with 
Dennis and his wife Margaret. 

Sunday morning saw the assembly 
of delegates to the Federal Council at 
the Rally Headquarters, the Riverside 
Hotel. Queensland was represented 
by Fred Haughtey and Guy Freeman, 
New South Wales by Gilbert Ashby 
and Bruce Ross, Victoria by David 
Kenway and John Salter, South 
Australia by Andrew Brownell and 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan and our 
host State, by Dennis Sowden and 
Bob Lambkin. 

Guy opened the meeting at 10.30 
am and with the help of a very 
capable Minutes Secretary worked 
all day to complete the agenda. All 
delegates agreed that it was a most 
productive meeting and _ initiatives 
decided upon will be announced at 
appropriate times. 

The West Australian Branch Vice 
President, Cole Sangster and his wife 
Meg met all Rally members and their 
guests at 7.30 pm for drinks and a 
buffet and were meticulous in intro- 
ducing special guests including the 
President of the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Club of New Zealand, 
Warren King and his Treasurer 
Warwick Ballan, Eric and May 
Goudie, our Federal Treasurer and 
Assistant Federal Secretary as well as 
our newly elected President, Guy 
Freeman. 

Saturday was memorable for a 
most interesting visit to a replica of 
Shakespeare’s birthplace erected at 
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Armadale, an hour’s drive from 
Perth. Opened in 1977 by the 
Premier, the building contains a 
magnificent display of original Tudor 
furnishings and others dating back to 
the 14th Century. This most interes- 
ting visit was capped by an informal 
Swedish buffet at ‘Miss Mauds’’ in 
Perth, hosted by Jim O’Neil and 
Kathy Crothers. 

Sunday morning posed difficulties. 
On peering from the window | had 
difficulty deciding whether the 
weather was heavily overcast or | 
was Cast into a heavy hangover. Both 
proved correct. 

Don Clinton arrived in Dennis 
Sowden’s Silver Wraith which Don 
had re-bodied and your Federal 
President and | were conveyed to 
nearby Kings Park for the annual 
Concours d'Elegance. Our arrival 
precipitated the rain but a few short 
prayers and a determined committee 
cleared the day. There were many 
interesting cars, some 50 all up and 


_ ee 


the nearby buffet catered for over 
150 members and friends. 

Monday’s weather was a little 
cautious but soon fined up for a trip 
in an enclosed ‘‘bateau mouche”’ up 
the meandering Swan River. We 
disembarked at the magnificently 
restored residence of Governor 
Stirling and proceeded to 
Haughton’s Winery for more brain- 
cell destruction, lunch and a 
didgeridoo recital. 

In the evening the Rally was 
capped off with the presentation of 
prizes, announcement of new 
Honorary Life Members, and the 
customary toasts and speeches. 

In retrospect, | found it interesting 
that quite a number of members were 
billetted by West Australian hosts. As 
costs rise | believe this will be more 
common at Federal Rallies. Hope- 
fully, it will encourage more 
members to attend. 

Thank you West Australia, we look 
forward to 1984, George Orwell 
notwithstanding. 


BILL COBURN 


Fai dea Bisa 2 


» 


The Presidential Shooting Brake (Truck) Silver Wraith WGC 24 body by Clinton. 


1979 Rally Cars (top left to right) 
1948 Silver Wraith WAB 37, 
Max Goldsmith 

1932 20/25, GNC 26, Ron Ivers 
1914 Ghost, 54AB, Percy Markhan 
1952 Silver Wraith, WME18, Matt Smith 
1936 20/25, GTK20, Gil Ralph 

1934 20/25, GLB27, Harry Thompson 
A circa 1948 Silver Wraith with 
Mulliner Sedanca body — unidentified 


1979 Rally Cars (Cont.) 

1924 Silver Ghost, 54EM David Falconer 
1927 Phantom 1, 48 UF, Con Keogh 

1937 25/30 GRP79, Roger Fry 

1959 Bentley Flying Spur, 

BC60BG, Robert Lambkin 

1925 Silver Ghost 40EU, Fred Robinson 
1935 3% litre Bentley B20EF Tony Packer 
1953 Bentley R type, B570TN, Thora Judge 


ey 


Shakespearian Village visit. Ailsa Freeman, Esther 
Johnson, Roger Johnson. Host President, Denis 
Sowden confers with Georgia Faulkner. Gerry 
Cornelius with Jeremy Green (WA) at Kings Park. 
Andrew Brownell sorts out the Heuzenroeder 
children. Fiona and Georgia Faulkner (WA) with 
Sonia Knudsen (NSW). Eileen Ballan (NZ) with Cole 
Sangster (WA). Gil Ralph (WA) demonstrates tool kit 
to Peter Cox (SA). NSW trio, Keith Wherry, David 
and Lynne Holyoake. 


A stocke'stosatelpdetapne stapeaure, 


Ane L 


Perplendienterersoolswesattend 


Editor’s note: The author is a member 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc. 
and took 553 to the Jubilee Rally. The 
task of restoration on this chassis was 
so herculian that | wrote to Millard 
and asked for details. He kindly sent 
these magnificent photos and the 
following account. Millard lives at 
Tampa, Florida. 


When | found No 553, it was 
almost unrecognizable as an early 
ghost. It had been re-bodied by 
Brewster in about 1920. The suppor- 
ting framework for the rear transverse 
springs had been sawed off about 
one foot from the frame on either side 
and crude Cantilever springs had 
been fixed to the sides of the chassis. 
No 553 was delivered originally with 
the regular wooden artillery wheels 
and in 1909 wire wheels had 
replaced them. 

It was not hard to identify it as a 
first series ghost, since there was no 
hump in the frame over the rear axle, 
there was a marked drop in the front 
axle, and the gear box cover plate 
read, ‘London and Manchester’’. In 
1908 Rolls-Royce moved the works 
to Derby and everything after that 
was ‘‘London and Derby’’. When | 
got the car home and found the 
Chassis number, | was elated, since it 
was only one away from the original 
at the factory (Chassis No. 551). 
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THE SECOND SILVER GHOST 


Chassis No. 60553. 


7 ee 
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No 553 was originally sent to a Mr 
S.B. Stevens at Rome, New York, 
U.S.A. Some months later, Mr 
Stevens bought another for his 
mother, (Chassis No 565) which 
belonged to the late James Melton 


and has subsequently been sold to: 


Mr Winthrop Rockefeller. 

Of course, the tedious restoration 
was a herculean task. | had to build a 
“seven passenger  side-entrance 
tourer’ which, according to the 
records, was what was fitted to No. 
553 — by Barker. After securing 
several pictures, etc., the body was 
built as a replica to the original. As to 
the chassis, there were innumerable 
problems. The original spring 
manufacturers (Woodhead & Sons, 
Leeds, England) were still in business 
and were kind enough to make them 
again. It required several measure- 
ments and trips to the factory by 
Woodhead personnel, but when | 
received them, they were beautiful 
and fit perfectly. 

As to the wheels, | was extremely 
fortunate in finding the original type 
wheels in England and had them 
flown over complete with rims and 
tires. Of course, the hubs had to be 
made to fit exactly. 
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“FLORIDA” 


HORSELESS 
CARRIAGE 


PERMANENT 


The rivets in the chassis were all 
removed, as well as every other part. 
Everything to the minutest part was 
sandblasted and made like new. The 
engine was re-done completely and 
the entire chassis was restored to the 
exact same condition as when it 
originally left the factory. It seems 
that the whole car was made with a 
file. None of the small clevis pins 
were ever interchangeable. Every 
part seems to have been machined to 
its Component part. 

I'd gotten hold of several pictures 
of the original body, the Barker 
Tourer. A cabinet shop and | set 
about building a new one. We had a 
few bits and pieces of an old wooden 
body, and from this we built the 
“Barker’’ body in the same manner 
as it was done originally. The body, 
when made in 1907, was all wood 
with brass hardware. We made the 
forms, steamed and bent the wood, 
and in all, it took almost a year to 
build. 

Now the body was ready for its 
luxurious, diamond-tufted leather 
upholstery. | sent the body to Indian- 
apolis, and a few months later it was 
returned with the beautiful leather 
upholstery all completed. 

Meanwhile, | was busy completing 
the chassis. Every piece had to be 
primed and painted before assemb- 
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Before 


ling. All the fender and running- 
board brackets had to be made and 
fitted just right. The fenders them- 
selves also had to be made, and with 
the aid of a local sheet-metal 
company, they were formed and 
made with the rolled wire edging, 
just as in 1907. This came about after 
much preparation with patterns of all 
sorts. 

The chassis was finally completed 
and all assembled, painted, and 
made ready for the body. Of course 
the body now had to be painted 
completely before fitting. Eighteen 


During 


coats of San Pedro Ivory were put on 
the wooden body — each coat 
rubbed smooth. The fenders and 
chassis had the same treatment in 
Palomino Buff. Then the body was 
fitted to the chassis, and the car was 
now a complete unit. 


The entire restoration took more 
than two years of steady work, but | 
feel well rewarded, because the 
result is a fine example of the 
wonderful workmanship of Rolls- 
Royce from their very beginning. 


MILLARD NEWMAN 


Recent issues of Praeclarvm 
haven't mentioned all the recent 
books on Rolls-Royce and Bentley so 
| thought a brief round-up would be 
useful to collectors of Rolls-Royce 
literature and your average enthusi- 
ast who wants to get up on the latest 
outpourings. | certainly don’t like the 
growth of Rolls-Royce literature 
when it merely produces glib results. 
Fortunately, however, this past year 
has seen the publication of a number 
of important works. | won’t therefore 
deal with new books chronologically 
but detail them in order of impor- 
tance. 

By far the most important work 
since Morton’s 1964 work has been 
the three volumes by lan Lloyd pub- 
lished by Macmillan in 1978 — 
‘Rolls-Royce: the growth of a firm’, 
‘Rolls-Royce: the years of endea- 
vour’, and ‘Rolls-Royce: the Merlin 
at war’. They are the best £10 each 
asfar as Company history is con- 
cerned. | cannot review them here 
though | did review them in the RREC 
Bulletin if anyone wishes to consider 
buying as | hope they will. 

Next, John Fasal’s superb work 
(reviewed in the August Praeclarvm) 
is the finest single model book to 
appear. It is available from Burgess 
and Sons, Station Road, Abingdon, 
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A YEAR IN BOOKS 


BY TOM CLARKE 


Oxfordshire, UK, for £28.50 plus 
either £5.00 for seamail or £10.35 
airmail to Australia. Every Twenty 
Horsepower owner should buy or 
purloin a copy. 


In the luxury league once again, ‘A 
pride of Bentleys’ by John Adams and 
Ray Roberts is an excellent large size 
pictorial history of all Bentley 
models. It is published by New 
English Library for £19.95. 


Hamlyn have published for 
Autocar their excellent reprint of 
original Autocar articles called 
simply ‘Rolls-Royce’. It has been 
compiled by Peter Garnier and 
Warren Allport. It is £6.95. Earlier 
versions of this same book were 
published by Autocar in paperback 
and hardback form. 


Stanley Sedgwick has issued one 
of his well researched booklets, 
‘Bentley R Type Continental’. It was 
published by the Bentley Drivers’ 
Club and is in limited supply. 


In the USA, Collier Macmillan 
have published ‘The engines were 
Rolls-Royce’ by Ronnie Harker. This 
is not apparently another version of 
this earlier ‘Rolls-Royce from the 
wings’ but rather a company history. 
A U.K. edition is not yet available 
strangely enough. 

Another Japanese language item 
has appeared, ‘Rolls-Royce, Bentley: 
postwar’ by Shizuo Takashima and 
published by Car Graphic Library in 
Tokyo. It is £4.95 in the UK. It is an 
excellent book for the illustrations 
alone which make up most of the 
book. This book complements the 
earlier production on pre war Rolls- 
Royce and incidentally the pub- 
lishers have now issued a translation 
of the captions to pictures in the 
prewar book thus improving _ its 
usefulness to us. 

The Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
Inc. in the USA has issued a further 
revised edition of ‘Rolls-Royce: fact 
and legend’ by C.S. Shoup. 

Finally, the Monmouth Museum 
Service, has issued two new booklets 
on Charles Rolls, both bringing new 
facts to light. They are ‘C.S. Rolls, 
pioneer aviator’ by Gordon Bruce, 
and ‘The Hon. Charles Stewart Rolls’ 
by J.W. Axten. These booklets are 
inexpensive. 


Well, can we look forward to any 
more? Actually, almost impossibly, 
yes. Ray Gentile’s book on Phantom 
11 Continentals is being published 
by Dalton Watson, a book on 
Phantom 111s is being prepared by 
Warren Allport of Autocar, and John 
Bolster’s book on Silver Shadows and 
derivatives is being published shortly 
by Osprey whilst his book on Rolls- 
Royces in French has been held up 
by the publishers. Australian 


members may not know that Foyles 
in London have a large motoring 
bookshop now and may be a useful 
source for the many new books | 
have mentioned if direct purchase 
overseas is considered. 


‘Sacceiormetorernosonener ete 


Gilbert Ashby, NSW _ President 
inspecting Fred Miller-Robinson’s 
Ghost. 


NEW HONORARY LIFE 
MEMBERS 


Federal Council voted three new life 
members to the Club. They were: 

Tom Clarke (WA) 

Eric Rainsford (SA) 

Harry Thompson (WA) 
Congratulations to them all. Tom 
however, is in England and Eric at 
Monteray (Cal) with 1997. 


JI 


Whe ave sad te secord the death of 
a a: 
ad . Iydacy. 
Cur sympathies are catended 
a 


Kec tge ¢H hid bercavement 
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A VERBATIM REPORT ON THE EPIC CROSSING 


Jim) Redman, George Harris’ 
co-driver of the 1914 Silver Ghost 
6TB for the 1979 ‘Across Australia 
Drive’ gave the following account of 
the dash. 


We left on Sunday morning, 26 
October at 5 a.m. from the Sydney 
Town Hall. To farewell us were 
Gilbert Ashby, Malcolm Johns, 
Dennis Sowden, Roger Fry, John 
Lockbridge, June Bradsaw and 
several policemen. 

We crossed in forty-six hours and 
57 minutes. We were metat the Perth 
Town Hall by Guy Freeman, Mr 
Sowden Snr, Carolyn Birdseye, 
Adrian Birdseye, Di Deacon, Peter 
Deacon and numerous other 
members of the West Australian 
Branch. 

Leaving Sydney we went via 
Victoria Road, Richmond, Lithgow 
and Bell Road. We struck very bad 
fog out of Richmond. Into the hills 
and right on top we were above the 
fog, but going into Lithgow we again 
struck the very heavy fog. It was 
extremely cold, with ice on the 
windscreen. | had to stand up, when 
George was driving at one stage, and 
wipe the fog off the windscreen. My 
forehead was numb with the cold as 
was any exposed bare skin. Even our 
hands which were gloved were 
extremely cold. At Bathurst the ice 
was really bad on the windscreen. It 
was daylight by this time, and you 
could see the whole of the ground 
was frozen. 

There was no ice on the road, 
fortunately. We went right through 
Bathurst to where you make a right 
hand turn and go out onto the main 
road. We had stepped our journey 
into two hundred mile steps as we 
thought we’d make about 200 miles 
to the tank. As we made this right 
hand turn (we carried 3 five-gallon 
plastic containers of petrol on the 
back luggage rack) | heard this funny 
noise and looking around saw one 
had slid off. We stopped down the 
road a fair way, and came back. 
There was this fellow going to 
borrow our petrol, but we told him to 
change his mind. George at this stage 
had a great complaint about wanting 
to go to the toilet, so as we had 
stopped | said, you go to the toilet 
and I'll tie this on. As there was 
nobody watching, George decided 


to use the rear wheel of the car when, 
a little old lady stuck her head over 
the hedge of the corner house and 
said — ‘How many cars are in the 
race?” A little boy join her and 
watched George’s emergency drill 
whilst | tied the petrol on. We had 
some sandwiches and hot coffee, 
that we carried with us. We carried 
all our food which consisted of four 
different nuts and dried apricots and 
we had this one flask of coffee. | was 
driving, doing about 65-70 miles an 
hour and George decided we'd have 
the coffee, so he reached into the 
back of the car and poured nearly a 
full cup out and handed it to me. As 
he did so, | thought this is going to be 
nice — | might wear it. He points it at 
me and | more or less took it right 
across the front of me with my right 
hand so that it was going to be on my 
right hand side, and with that a bit of 
turbulence in the air just sucked the 
whole of the coffee out of the cup, it 
went up my arm and coat and it was 
gone. | gave him the cup back. He 
said, ‘‘Where is it?” | said “I cooled it 
down, | held it out and its gone.”” 

Finally, George leaned as close as 
he could to the windscreen and 
poured about half an inch into the 
cup, I'd have a little drink and 
another little drink and we devoured 
the coffee thus. 

We didn’t use our own petrol until 
well into South Australia. We didn’t 
have a fill-up from the backup 
vehicle until well into the trip. We 
were able to stop at Service Stations 
and get what we wanted. 


Se 


George Harris testing 6TB before 
taking delivery at the factory. 


We got better than 200 miles to the 
tank. We were getting up to 240 
miles through New South Wales and 
part of South Australia, which was a 
lot better than we thought we'd get. 

It is a 20 gallon tank, so we were 
getting over 12 mpg. At times it 
seemed it did drop down to a bit 
under 10, so it was rather hard to 
calculate exactly how far we could 
go. We didn’t endeavour to extend 
our legs for 200 miles. Once we ran 
out of petrol east of Broken Hill near 
Topar. We ran out and just idled into 
the Service Station and got some 
petrol and did a complete fill up at 
Broken Hill. Checked all our oils and 
water and the rest there. One 
problem we encountered was, we 
had fitted a new battery just prior to 
leaving and it failed. We did take a 
second battery which was a big 90 
amp job out of my boat. The battery 
conked out at 2.30 am at the side of 
the road. We lost, I'd say, 30 minutes 
there. We also had trouble at Mildura 
the next day, with the car, and it 
wouldn't start. We blamed the 
battery again, which we_ had 
swapped over to charge during the 
day, we ran the big battery all the rest 
of the night, and had good lights. In 
the morning when we were able to 
use no power and just charge the dud 
battery but apparently it didn’t hold 
its charge and was still no good. 
When | looked at the motor to see if 
there was anything else wrong | 
found that the top had completely 
screwed off the carburettor and was 
just sitting in there at a funny angle; 
the whole brass top. Fortunately we 
didn’t loose it. With the aid of the 
local Service Station proprietor and 4 
or 5 local fellows, and the police- 
man, we obtained a brand-new set of 
jumper leads that the service station 
proporitor just ripped out of a packet 
and we started the car up by jumping 
it from the good battery to the bad 
and we ran on again. 

We ran the spare battery the rest of 
the time. Just west of Broken Hill, 
there were wombats all over the 
roadway. In one section there were 
three to a hundred yards. There were 
dead wombats lying all over the 
place. There was one section which 


had signs ‘‘be careful wombats 
crossing” a little bit further ‘be 
careful, camels crossing’, ‘‘be 


careful, kangaroos crossing”. (all in 
one kilometre). There were no 
afghans however. Our whole trip, 
averaged 55.76 miles per hour. 
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67B at rest. 


FROM TOM CLARKE 


The Club has given me the greatest 
pleasure by making me an honorary 
life member especially as it came 
during the Federal Rally in my home 
town Perth, and by an overseas 
phone call so that | knew straight 
away. | am grateful to the WA Branch 
for nominating me and to the Club for 
even considering one so relatively 
young! 

| am acutely conscious of the many 
other members whose work for the 
Club has been distinguished and 
long and who deserve the honour 
given me. My own efforts at Branch 
and Federal level have been limited 
and sadly | cannot at this distance 
play a better part for some time. 
However the club needs younger 
members and | hope the honour 
shown me will illustrate to them that 
the club appreciates their involve- 
ment and that certainly has been my 
reaction. 

| have been lucky enough to have 
owned an old Rolls since | was 18 
and as | am 33 now I've got a way to 
go! One of the great privileges the 
club has allowed me _ has been 
meeting such a wide variety of 
people and for these contacts to be 
mutually beneficial. And | hope to 
the cars we seek to preserve. In the 
years ahead | shall continue to 
support the Club and enjoy the 
friendship of many members as well 
as trying to represent the best 
interests of the club overseas. 


That’s an all-up elapsed time from go 
to wo including all of our petrol 
stops, our battery problem and all of 
our oil leakage problems. We put 
about five gallons of oil through the 
motor over the trip. We were loosing 
it, not using it. We think we were 
loosing it out of the sump which was 
a bit loose — and possibly out of the 
direct feeds at the top of the cylin- 
ders. They appeared to be a bit loose. 
So we hope that — we have no oil 
leaks, and we hope that we don’t 
loose any on the way back. We only 
topped the radiator up on one 
occasion for the whole of the trip. We 
had no mechanical problems 
whatsoever. We did run a pair of 600 
x 50 20c on the rear wheels (its only a 
2-wheel brake car) they’re a much 
wider tyre and much more rubber on 
the road. They were off my Ghost, 
and they made the car, we feel, 
handle better and stop better, and it 
looks like an old racing car. 

At about 11 o’clock at night — 
we'd been calculating our times on 
our way through and trying to 
establish the time we would arrive. 
We were travelling quite well 
although despite the stops we felt that 
we were going to it better than we 
had originally anticipated. George 
was driving and we were pushing the 
car fairly hard. We had lost our tail 
light earlier in the night; | think we 
may have hit a rabbit or something 
and it flicked up and ripped the wires 
straight out of the bottom of the tail 
light but we didn’t have time to repair 
it. We were going along this dark 
section of roadway with no street 
lights with rally lights on the front of 
the car which were crossed so we 
could flick the one off which was 
facing the centre of the road for the 
oncoming traffic. Apparently a 
policeman coming in the opposite 
direction copped a bit of a dazzle off 
our lights, so he turned round and 
chased us, we have been informed 
since that he clocked us at 74 miles 
an hour. The first we knew of him 
was all these lights, like Coney Island 
— there were green lights flashing, 
funny noises and its very hard to hear 
in the car because of all the wind and 
the rain that was pouring down at the 
time. | looked behind and | said 
“‘there’s someone behind us — looks 
as if its a policeman, so we had better 
stop’. We pulled up and at this stage 
we were very heavily rugged up with 
bright yellow oilskins and a leather 
cap, a pair of big goggles and a scarf 
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One would think enough was enough. 


wrapped around the bottom part of 
the face. We both had big fur coats 
on, collars turned right up and 
gloves. As soon as we stopped | 
jumped out and | ran back to the 
policeman — he’d got out of his car 
by this time, and | said ‘‘Look, you 
can’t pull us up, we're in a great 
hurry, we've got to get to Perth as 
quick as we can — we're trying to do 
a reliability run and if you hold us up 
here we'll miss out on getting to Perth 
as quick as we wish — so you've got 
to let us go’’. He looked at me for a 
minute and shone the torch up and 
down, tried to shine it at the car and 
back at me, and he said “I don’t 
believe this, this isn’t true, I’m not 
here. But | am — its gotta be true — 
its really happening to me. Who are 
you, what are you doing.”’ | said, ‘‘It 
doesn’t matter, you’ve just gotta let 
us go. We've gotta go now. Don’t 
worry —we’re off’’. and | ran back to 
the car, and he ran up and he said 
“But, you've got no tail light and 
there’s lots of kangaroos! You'll have 
to be very careful of the kangaroos 
and its going to rain very heavily 
soon’’. By this time he was almost 
soaking wet. But it didn’t worry us 
because we had been wet for hours. 
So | just ran off and left him standing 
in the middle of the road. 

Dennis Sowden and Roger Fry 
following in the Silver Wraith pulled 
into a service station about 2 hours 
later and the policeman was there. 
They asked him, ‘‘Have you seen an 
old Rolls-Royce go through here’’. 
And he said ‘Yes, | saw it, what’s 
going on’. They explained the 
situation and he said ‘The fellow 
said not to worry and ran away and 
hopped back in the car and off they 
went. | realised it was useless to book 
them for anything because no judge 
in the world would believe what I'd 
seen and | didn’t believe it either. 

We both had problems with 
hallucinations — we’d be going 


along and George said to me — 
“We're going up a big hill now, and 
we weren't, we were going along the 
flat. Always at night you’d find this 
problem. You'd think that you were 
going down a big hill into this great 
big dark hole, and you couldn't see 
the bottom of it. All the trees at the 
sides of the road, were leaning in on 
you. 

We had no tyre trouble whatso- 
ever. We didn’t carry our own spare 
wheels until Broken Hill, where the 
Silver Wraith had a heating problem 
and couldn’t stay with us. We were 
worried that something could go 
wrong so we then took our spare 
wheel. 

The whole venture started in 
Adelaide — when we did the run to 
Adelaide and got the record between 
Sydney and Adelaide. At one of the 
functions of the Federal Rally last 
year, somebody said to us “You'll 
have to do something and get the 
record over to Perth’’. | think it may 
have been Dennis Sowden who said 
it, so we said we would, and that was 
the challenge so we did it. George 
reckons we’re going to drive in 
reverse to Canberra now. | hope he’s 
not serious. 


Jim Redman 


Brian Meegan’s winning Silver Dawn 
SFC 74. 


CANDID 
PICS 


WA Treasurer Peter Deacon. 


WA Social Secretary, Dianna Deacon. 
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THE ARNOTT CARS 


The reprinted article on page 427 
on the Golden Jubilee of the 20HP 
found its way by courtesy of Peter 
Bell to the sons of Col J.M. Arnott 
referred to in the article. Very kindly 
they wrote their recollections of their 
father’s cars. The accounts follow: 


From John D.H. Arnott 

Bert Ward | remember very well. 
He was a moat competent Rolls- 
Royce mechanic as was his partner 
Appleby. Both were men of ideal 
personality and capability to look 
after the somewhat demanding 
requirements of Rolls-Royce owners. 

Reference to father’s sons learning 
to drive implies we were all simply 
brought up on Rolls-Royces. Mick 
and Bruce undoubtedly learnt to 
drive before the 1914-1918 war in 
the cars father owned at that period 
— Minerva, F/N, Humber. The rest of 
us gained our early experience in the 
Essex which father purchased when 
he retuned from the war. Much 
experience was later gained with 
father’s Silver Ghost during the many 
tours we did with him in N.S.W., 
Victoria, Southern Queensland and 
South Australia. Its a pity the cars 
could not speak for themselves 
without censorship of the drivers at 
the time. 

The story of the trip to Scone by 
Bert Ward to repair mother’s 20 H.P. 
is true even if the description of the 
return journey is somewhat ‘made 
the most of’. As a matter of interest in 
these days of inflation, for Ward to 
come to Scone, work all night and 
supply all necessary parts, cost £48. | 
well remember this as my interview 
with Father on my return to Sydney 
concerning my having taken the car 
to Scone at all was one of those 
occasions one does not forget. 

Mick could tell some very interes- 
ting stories about ‘‘70”’ if he would let 
his sense of humour go. John could 
make many interesting comments 
about ‘338’. 


Brig. K.M.H. Arnott (Ken in Bert 
Ward's article) writes — 

Here 1s October, 1976 issue of 
Rolls-Royce Owners Club in which 
Father’s Silver Ghost, 85AG _ is 
featured. There are several inaccur- 
acies, but no matter. This is the car 
known in the family as either 338 (its 
NSW number) or the Old Rolls. 

Father, as you know, was very 
keen on touring; even on our then 


terrible blue metal roads. | drove the 
car at a conservative estimate 
100,000 miles in N.S.W., Victoria, 
Southern Queensland. 

The first time we saw Coolah 
(town) was on a jaunt to Gunnedah, 
Moree, etc. The car had 48 grease 
cups, all to be hand filled and 
tightened. One lubricated the leather 
facing of acone clutch with neatsfoot 
oil. On one occasion, just after the 
engine had been tuned by Appleby 
and Ward, | managed to get a reading 
of 72 mphon the Smith speedometer. 
Father was cheering me on. But 
never again! 60 mph was very fast in 
those days; also there were brakes 
only on the rear wheels. 


As a matter of record one did well 
to maintain a point to point average 
of 22 mph. 

When first supplied 338 had 
wheels which were fitted with tyres 
(895 x 150) inflated to 65p/si. Later, 
when ‘balloon’ tyres were intro- 
duced, these were fitted. As a result 
greater comfort and speed over bad 
roads resulted. The engine was most 
reliable. | don’t remember an 
involuntary stop. 

Very easy to start even in coldest 
weather, especially if one knew the 
trick of putting a penny under the 
slow speed jet of the massive 
carburettor. In all it was both a 
delight and a privelege to drive. 

| was permitted to use 85AG on my 
honeymoon in 1925. 


From Wallace Arnott 

Further to remarks by Mr Bert 
Ward on the early days of Chassis 
77A2, the following is relevant. | 
registered this car (in my father’s 
name) at Strathfield Police Station 
(The Boulevard). No Department of 
Motor Transport then. With the help 
of the local Constable, | picked out 
number plate 70, from a drawful 
offered to me for choice. 

About mid January 1924, with 3 
companions from St Paul’s College, 
we set off in No. 70 on a trip planned 
to take us to the far North West 
corner of N.S.W. where it joined the 
corner of Queensland and S.A. (vain 
hope, but the car was trouble free 
except for the heat). We proceeded 
via Wilcannia (where we were 
bogged for a day) White Cliffs and 
Milparinka and Tibooburra, the sand 
dune country and were advised 
strongly not to proceed alone. The 


heat was terrific, beyond the limit of 
our thermometer. As one member of 
the party became heat sick, we 
decided to turn south to Broken Hill, 
which we reached without incident 
except a terrific dust storm just before 
reaching the town. It was positively 
nearly dark — wondered if the 
abandoned radiator shutters might 
have been of some use. | wonder if 
any 3 week old car would have come 
through the ordeal to which we 
subjected 77A2 as faultlessly. From 
Broken Hill we went to Adelaide, 
and home to Sydney. 


Modifications that seemed desir- 
able as a result of this arduous test 
were:- stronger front springs and 
rebound dampers, the shock 
absorbers as fitted designed to 
“damp out oscillations” were quite 
inadequate for our country roads, 
and an air filter — but it would have 
been quite impossible for _ it’s 
designers to visualize what it had to 
overcome on our trip to central 
Australia. 77A2 had only battery 
ignition — there was provision for 
the fitting of a Bosch Magneto but 
nothing ever came of it; it was said 
Bosch could not then meet demand. 
It’s gear lever was central, an R.R. 
departure from tradition and it had 
only rear wheel brakes, but these 
were amazingly efficient. 


| drove the car until the end of 
1940 when, after driving it to 
Melbourne via the summit of Mt 
Kosciusko could not obtain petrol to 
bring it back to Sydney. So after 16 
years of trouble free motoring (I can’t 
remember any serious fault that ever 
arose), | sold it to a Mr Charles 
Parnham, a well known Apple 
Exporter, for £50—. | heard later that 
soon after | left Melbourne he had 
trouble with the car’s differential. 
One of 77A2’s chief characteristics 
was its ability to make time over our 
then very rough country roads. | well 
remember one day as the Sydney 
Railway Station clock came in view 
at the end of an arduous run from 
beyond Braidwood N.S.W., a 
passenger (interested in the sale of 
Vauxhall and G.M.H. vehicles) said 
to me “I wouldn't have believed it 
was possible”’. 

| unfortunately lost track of the 
mileage covered by 77A2. | 
remember over 50,000 miles being 
claimed in the first few years. 


Wallace Arnott 


Gil Ralph produced the above photo during the Western Australian Rally. He found the original, designated a Dodge, at 
the Golden Mile Museum, in the form of a plate negative. Clearly it is a Silver Ghost, as it was taken outside the Palace 
Hotel, Kalgoorlie apparently in the early 1920's. 
Can anyone provide any further information? 
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